Sudbury i Then and Now

This document is a permanent record of the

display material from the exhibition which was

held in October 2015. It is the result of a

community local history project, carried out in

partnership between Wembley History Society

and Brent Museum and Archives from January

2015 onwards, working particularly with the two

main residentsd associ
Court and Sudbury Town, and with the Friends

of Barham Library.

The i dea was that thei
an old photograph or postcard of the area from
the Brent Archives collection, take a matching
colour view of the same location, and provide
some information or stories which helped to tell
the history of the scene, and how it had
changed between ftheno

Two local primary schools, Sudbury and
Barham, also took up the invitation to get
involved. Their Year 5 classes used some old
photographs for their own local history projects
during the summer term. Between them they
contributed four pairs of images to the display.
The following pages are for everyone to share
and enjoy, and discover more about Sudbury.
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List of the Sudbury locations featured in the exhibition display:-

Maps showing the locations of the photographs (pages 3 & 4) 18. Oak Place, Harrow Road, 1971 and now.
An I ntroduction t(pagesSs&bpur yods Hist%rgy Candy Corner, Harrow Road and
and now.
l.watford Road near Carlton AvenueéyWa&it courts&aifliScortt M50 &8 Mow.
2. Audrey Gardens, VE Day 1945 and now. 21 Perkin Memorial Seat, Butl er 6s
3. The Fairway and Carlton Avenue West, 1962 and now. 22. The New Hall / Sudbury Methodist Church, ¢.1900 and now.
4. Ahome in The Fairway, 1934 and now. 23. Cottages at the rear of the New Hall / Sudbury Neighbourhood
5. Watford Road and East Lane junction, 1928 and now. Centre, 1895 and now.
6. Pinner Road and Sudbury Court SR0adyseafu YR ola9d® 050nSqg aﬁanhenOQ’\(Nanb, e a
7. Sudbury Court Road and EIms Lane junction, ¢.1910 and now. 25. Sudbury Tram Terminus, ¢.1930 and now.
8. Sudbury Court Farm / Kenelm Close, ¢.1900 and now. 26.RugbyAvenue, 19206s and now.
9. Harrow from Sudbury Court Road, ¢.1930 and now. 27. The Poplars / Sudbury Supermarket, c.1908 and now.
10. Hundred Elms Farm, 1898 and now. 28. The Parade, Sudbury, c.1914 and now.
11. Sudbury Primary School, early Sl céhifalRodu8 W1910 and now.
12. No.18 and No0.182 buses at Perrin Road stop, 1970 and now. 30. Starlite Ballroom, former Odeon cinema, 1964 and now.
13. AThe Mitred |/ Bishops Court, %19§J§bur9fbﬂ/ns'ﬂaﬁ’o\‘i’,'1926andnow.
14. Pinner Road / Watford Road, e3aj dcodidrthfoll Road B.fo10H% Kow.
15. Vale Farm Swimming Pool, 1964 and now. 33. Barham Park Library, ¢.1960 and now.
16. Sudbury Priory / Priory Gardens estate, ¢.1900 and now. 34 Barham Park mansion, early 195

17. AThe Bl adk H®r0s0e00s, aenad now. 35. Wembley Fire Station, Harrow Road, 1952 and now.

Acknowledgements (page 78)



Map showing photograph locations in the northern part of Sudbury:-
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Map showing photograph locations in the southern part of Sudbury:-
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An I ntroduction to Sudburyoés hi

The ol dest photographs in this 'mu’&m’;
Sudburyds history goes back mu
address of ASudbury, Mi d Widdesexx &
means At he | and o fiandhthe arddivak delrtanly S
part of the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia by the 8" century. By the
time of the Norman Conquest in 1066, there was a large Christian
parish based around Harrow, with much of its land owned by the
Archbishop of Canterbury. dyAtop
church positions were held by rich men who had political, as well
as religious, power.]

The Mall, Sudbury, around 1914. [Brent Archives online image 7133]

The name Sudbury means @At he south placebo, and i1t wa ste)tinnHarros Pacidh.b i s
[ I f you are wondering where fAthe nort h pl"cen®ryg moatadsmanor hbuseva s

which you can still see today.] Although the Archbishops did not live permanently in Harrow, they had homes here that they
could use when visiting the area. There are still letters in existence which were written from Sudbury in 1300 by Archbishop
Wi nchel sey, and records from 1398 show that Archbishop
of 500 acres valued at 3d (now about 1.25p) an acre.

The land would be let out to tenants, who would grow crops and keep animals on it, and pay rent to the Archbishop in return
for being allowed to use the land. This pattern of scattered farms across the area continued for hundreds of years, right up
to the early 20" century. The only significant change came with the ownership of the land, which was given by the then
Archbishop to King Henry VIII in 1545 [after he had broken away from the Roman Catholic Church, and made himself Head
of the Church of England]. The King soon sold the land to a rich courtier, Sir Edward (later Lord) North. There was one piece
of open land, Sudbury Common, either side of the Harrow Road, which anyone could graze animals on, but this was
enclosed into private ownership in1817.
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By the early 19" century, several larger private houses were being built in Sudbury, by wealthy people such as merchants,
lawyers and bankers, who wanted homes in the countryside, but near to London. The improved condition of the Harrow
Road, after it was made a turnpike road between Paddington and Harrow-on-the-Hill in 1801, encouraged this, although it

did mean that travellers had to pay to use t he oBranidghamwi t
Railway opened in 1837, wealthy local gentlemen saw the chance of a faster journey into the City. They persuaded the

rail way company to open fASudbury (for Wembley)o station f

stationi s now call ed AWembley Central o].

Il n the 18406s, there were more than 5

included five farmers, employing about 80 farm workers, plus their wives and
children. The wealthy professional men, who had built homes in the area,
together employed around 75 servants to look after their homes and families.
With more people moving into the area during Victorian times, including
tradesmen and shopkeepers t o serve
population had doubled to around one thousand by 1900.

Children of the New Hall Sunday School, August 1898.
[Brent Archives online image 4695]

With such a growing population, many of Sudburyds resident
to be from rural areasinthe counti es around London, but others came fr ol
Farm had been owned by the Houblon family, who were French Huguenots (refugees from religious persecution). William
Gereke, a German surveyor, came to live in Sudbury in the late 19" century. He was one of the developers of new housing

in the area in the Edwardian period, and his niece Ifamily, a
who lived in EIms Lane from around 1900, were of Scandinavian origin.

Sudburydés change from a small farming community, and its
the Athen and nowo pi ct uoneand tyestariesthatl gb with them. Many peoble whe oty live in
Sudbury were not born here, but that is nothing new, and

All those who have been involved the exhibition hope that you will enjoy discovering more about your neighbourhood!



1a. Wat ford Road, near Car | t @nt Advivesorlintlirgage 888 S t e a

When plans were first put forward in the 192006s t a,itdvasv el
important that the existing roads should be improved. Watford Road was still a narrow, winding country lane, so Wembley
Urban District Council worked with Middlesex County Council to widen and straighten it, between 1928 and 1930. The result
can be seen here, soon after this stretch of the road towards Northwick Park had opened. The field in the distance, on the
east side of the road, was Perrinbs Meadow, the home grou
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1b. Watford Road, near Carlton Avenue West, 2015. [Photo by Pauline Vickers]

By the mid-1 93006 s, the Sudbury Court Estate had been buil't on
being developed on the west side, such as Pebworth Road on the left of the photograph above, with the builders
Oliver C. Goldsmith Ltd and L.S. Kear & Co having their estate offices either side of it on Watford Road. The large

det ached houses seen above originally haldl| anda, me s a tshuecrh tal
Today, this busy stretch of road carries most of the traffic between Wembley and Harrow, as well as serving the

di strictdos main hospital at Northwick Park.



2a. Celebrating VE Day, May 1945, in Audrey Gardens. [Photos courtesy of Judith Meredith]

When the end of the Second World War in Europe was announced, the residents of Audrey
Gardens (like many other roads) celebrated with a street party, including games for the

children. The main photo, taken by Mr Meredith, showsthei Pot at o i n t he
son, Anthony, is second from the left, with his daughter Judith among those watching. Judith
(aside) took part in the ACatching the Tra

thinking that, as the war was over, sweets would no longer be rationed. Sadly, for her and
other children, she was to be disappointed over that!




2b. Audrey Gardens, Sudbury Court Estate, May 2015. [Photo by Philip Grant]

Seventy years on, and the houses look very much the same, although the trees have grown, and there are far more cars
than there were in the 194006s. Judith stildl l i ves 1 n Afudr
residents. Although no children are shown in the modern colour photo, it is unlikely that many boys of a similar age today
would be wearing short trousers, while the girls and young women might well be wearing jeans, rather than dresses or skirts.
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3a. The Fairway, Sudbury Court Estate, January 1962. [Brent Archives online image 5195]

This photograph was | abelled by Wembley Council Surveyor 6
south to north spine road of the Sudbury Court Est aChuwchil | n
who had inherited the farmland from his grandfather, Lord Northwick, needed to raise money to pay off family death duties

(now called Inheritance Tax). By 1925, he had the entire road plan drawn up by architects for a large housing estate north

of East Lane. Many of the roads were named after places near his country seat in the Cotwolds, Northwick Park, such as
Blockley, Campden, Paxford and Stapenhill. In 1927, the local builders, Comben & Wakeling, began work on the six miles

of concrete roads and over 1,500 houses of the estate, named after the farm on whose former fields it was constructed.
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3b. Carlton Avenue West, junction with The Fairway, 2015. [Photo by Philip Grant]

When the 1962 photograph above was shown to local people at an SCRA event in February 2015, some said that they

did not think the snowy scene was of The Fairway, although there was some disagreement about where the photograph

was actually taken! Eventually a long-time resident suggested this location, looking along Carlton Avenue West, across its
junction with The Fairway, and the 2015 photo seems to confirm that. The pair of semi-detached houses on the corner are
typical of the mock-Tudor architecturalst yl e, whi ch was very popular in the 192(¢
designs for homes on the Sudbury Court Estate. The trees and grass verges are also an essential feature of what was

pl anned as a Aigarden suburbo devel opment

12



4a. A home in The Fairway, Sudbury Court Estate, ¢.1934. [Brent Archives online image 6886]

This house in The Fairway is one of a group, around its intersection with Blockley Road, which stand out from the mainly
mock-Tudor style of homes on the Sudbury Court Estate. The ei ght homes in this group i
in their design. Another feature of this intersection, unique on the estate, is the large open grassed squares in front

of the houses. According to the 19 3od (aeBtanttArcluves), thé ocdlmdr of th® s\
house at the time of this photograph was Rudolph Haig.
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4b. The same home in The Fairway, Sudbury Court Estate, 2015. [Photo by a local resident]

At first glance, this house does not appear to have changed much over the course of 80 years, apart from a fairly recent

side extension, where the design and materials match very closely with the original building. One of the reasons why

this high-quality inter-war planned residential estate has kept much of its character in recent years is its Conservation Area
status, given in 1990. Br en't Council 6s appraiWhdt odettshei tesdmaret sarnas
is the distinctive and singular character of inter-relationship of buildings and open space.0

14



The row of Victorian cottages in this photograph was probably built to house workers on one of the local farms. When
originally constructed, these cottages would not have had gas or electric lighting, or an indoor toilet. However, by the
19206s, mla rfirgm immer dpndon were following the dream of a modern home in beautiful countryside,
with a fast railway service into the centre of the city. In a field, at the corner of East Lane, you can see large signs,
advertising fHo7us0eds. thé daginBagsif the Sudbury Court Estate.

15



sie ‘39-&%:—:? ni-t-&:

5b. Watford Road and Court Parade, 2015. Phot o courtesy of Suzanne D®&S

The builders of the Sudbury Court Estate were the Wembl ey
they had also built the shops at Court Parade, using the same mock-Tudor architectural style which was very common
across the houses on the Estate. Their estate office, for selling the homes, was at 25 Court Parade, which by 1934 had four
telephone lines (Arnold 2244 to 2247). Court Parade, by the traffic lights at the busy East Lane junction, is still the main

local shopping centre for this part of Sudbury today, and the row of Victorian cottages, now modernised, is still there.

16



This well-planned Estate provides many

pleasing types of houses at prices vary-

ing up to £1,500, and this together with

the ideal and beautiful surroundings,

makes a most charming, ideal healthy
locality to live in.

SUDBURY COURT ESTATE
NORTH WEMBLEY
A

Unique & Attractive Estate

Beautifully situated and within easy reach of Town.

SEMI-DETACHED *“0 ' TYPE Separate Kitchen and Scullery.

SEMI-DETACHED “N'' TYPE.

DEPOSIT I DEPOSIT
£875 e il from £ 050 from
Freehold | 1 - Freehold AN

o - £45 £45
£725 REPAY- £875 REPAY-
Leasehold  MENTS Leaschold L

Ground from 1 Ground e
Rent 26/2 Rent 3 1/6
£8/ 10 per week _h L £9 per Week
2 Including i
BeE-anoum Ground Rent >

NO LEGAL OR ROAD CHARGES

All Mortgages arranged Free of Cost.

STANDARD EQUIPMENT IN EVERY HOUSE.

“Hera” Electric Washing Machine, Geyser for
constant Hot Water to Sink, Bath, and Lavatory
Basin, Electric Point with Iron, Chromium Plated
Taps, Enamelled Table and Dresser Top, Electric
Fittings and Shades, Wireless Aerial, 2 Wireless Points,
Electric Light Plugs, Shaving Cabinet with Mirror.

Write, Call or Phone :

COMBEN & WAKELING, L.

25 COURT PARADE, NORTH WEMBLEY
Phone: WEMBLEY 1656.

North Wembley : L.M.S. & Bakerloo Rlwys. No. 18 L.G.0.C.
1

See opposite page for further particulars.

5c. Comben & Wakeling advertisement for houses on the Sudbury Court Estate, 1932.
[From the 1932 Wembley Official Guide, Brent Archives Local History Collection]

You may be amazed at how little a semi-d et ached home on the Sudbury Co
conveni eaimhhead |a 193006s el e[phdtorframehe imeaes],iwbuld dnavercast ylou when
they were first buil t; but anneahsalary atrthe tinte avould davesbedno o |
between £150 and £200!

17
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6b. Watford Road at its junction with Sudbury Court Road, August 2015. [Photo by Teresa Hill]

Watford Road, as the main road is now known, is now much wider and straighter than it was 100 years ago, and carries
a lot more traffic. The old signpost has disappeared, to be replaced by modern road signs and illuminated bollards.
The cottages on the corner in the old postcard, like many old buildings in Sudbury were probably demolishedi n t he
or 1 9ahdtleedlats in the picture were probably built in the 1960& or 1970&.
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7a. Sudbury Court Road, a colourised postcard ¢.1910. [Brent Archives online image 10172]

This picture shows the junction of Sudbury Court Road and Elms Lane, which is the road leading off to the right.
The white rendered cottages were already over 100 years old then, with numbers 96 and 98 dating from the 18" century,
while the terraced houses beyond them date from about 1890. Sudburyd sural history is reflected by the horses seen

in the postcard, while cycling was a very popular way of getting around from late Victorian times. The local police constable
is also shown, with his dog.
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7b. Sudbury Court Road at the junction with EIms Lane, August 2015. [Photo by Teresa Hill]

The white houses (one can just be seen behind the hedge and tree) seen in the ¢.1910 postcard are still lived in.
There are still plenty of trees to be seen, although fewer large trees in the area compared with the earlier view.
Cars have replaced the horses and carts of a century before. The junction now is far from the tranquil road it once
was, as Elms Lane seems to be used by motorists as a short cut between Harrow Road and Watford Road.

21



8a. Sudbury Court Farm, around 1900. [Brent Archives online image 495]

This farm, which gave its name to the northern part of Sudbury, was the most important of those in the area owned by Lord
Northwick. His ancestors had bought the land from King Henry VI, after it was given to him by the Archbishop of Canterbury
in 1545. Parts of the farmhouse dated from the 17" century, and contained a large room known as the Court Room, where
the courts for the manor of Sudbury would have been held. The impressive extension to the farmhouse, nearest to the
photographer, was added in the 184006s. In 1900, around
over by William Perrin, whose family already ran several other farms in the Wembley area.

22
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8b. Kenelm Close, on the site of Sudbury Court farmhouse, 2015. [Photo by Philip Grant]

Il n the | ate 192006s, most of Sudbury Court Farmb6és 380 acres
however, in the hands of the Perrin family, until 1956, when it was sold to the building company, Percy Bilton Limited.

The historicf ar mhouse buil ding was demolished i n 1957, and bet we
estate called Kenelm Close, where a farmhouse had stood since at least Tudor times. Kenelm was a King of Mercia, an
Anglo-Saxon kingdom which included the Sudbury area, in the early 9th century. He was later made a Christian saint.

23



sT4T. HARROW I'ROM SUODBUNY COURT KOAD

9a. Harrow from Sudbury Court Road, about 1930. [Brent Archives online image 861]

If you were walking up Sudbury Court Road less than a hundred years ago, you could look out across fields on your right,
all the way to the buildings of Harrow School and St Mary
hedges including some full grown trees, were probably part of the 275 acre Lower Sudbury Court Farm.

24



9b. Harrow from Sudbury Court Road, 2015. [Photo by Philip Grant]

From the 19306s to the 19506s, much of the | and on the no
the Pebworth Estate and a new main road linking Watford Road and Sudbury Hill, called Sudbury Court Drive. You can still
catch a glimpse of the church in the distance, and on the slopes below Harrow School 60 acres of the original fields survive

as the School Farm, with its own herd of English Longhorn cattle, as well as sheep and poultry.

25



10a. The farmyard at Hundred Elms Farm, 1898. [Brent Archives online image 486]

Al t hough this photograph was taken dur i mgoutQuidng of th&/farm twrochi a 0
dates back from Queen Elizabeth I, or even earlier (around 1550). Agriculture and animal farming were a main source of
living during the 16" Century, and this rural way of life continued in Sudbury. The farmhouse, on the right of the picture, was
built in about 1840, and was lived in by three generations of the Greenhill family (Samuel, Willlam and Charles),
who were tenant farmers of the 148 acre Hundred Elms Farm from 1817 until the early 20" century. From
the 186006s onwards, dairy farming (keefpammgbésomwasi n oa @triowdiutc)

26



10b. Hundred EIms Farm buildings in 2015.

[With thanks to Gia Greco, Nadeen Abdelwahid, Himashi Samarakoon Mudiyanselage and Nasha Salahudeen]

Today, Hundred ElIms Farm is not whatitoncewas.| t st opped being a working farm ai
remained in use as a dairy depot. The notable old outbuilding is still there, however. It was at one time the dalry offices, but

has been protected from redevelopment, and now houses flats in a completely rebuilt y

interior. The Farm House, which you can just see at the edge of the colour photograph,
is now known as Franklyn Lodge. It serves as a residential home, providing care for
up to six adults who have learning disabilities. The old farmhouse sign still exists [Photo
by Diana Williams (class teacher)].

[By Cobalt Class, Year 5, Sudbury Primary School, July 2015]
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11a. Sudbury Pri mary [Seathchivesbniineimegaosid y 19500 s.

Sudbury Primary School was one of the first schools in the Wembley area. It started as a church school in 1876, and opened
in 1877 after appeals for the cash to pay for it. t was named 6 Sudbur y | nf{anaanly bontnechomey single
classroom. By 1880, the Pinner Road Board School for girls and infants was built on the opposite side of Pinner Road (as
Watford Road was called then). Extra classrooms were built for boys in 1894, when Greenford Road School
was closed down. In 1898, the Sudbury Board School accommodated 543 children, and had an attendance of 314.
During World War Il the school had air raid shelters. Here is a photograph from 1950. Although the war had ended,
the air raid shelters were still standing, and there is a hut providing extra classrooms in the playground.

28
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11b. Sudbury Primary School, 2015. [Photo by Miss Scott and Navy Class / image from Google]

Currently, Sudbury Primary School incorporates: twenty-five classrooms, two school halls, a dining hall, four immense
playgrounds and many more interesting facilities (such as a Lego Room, a Sensory Pod and outdoor gym equipment).
Although the old school building still exists (now the old school is a dinner hall), the school has extended so much that
Ms Pandya (the current Head Teacher) had another bui |l di ng constructed in 2010, C
building is so big that it contains 8 classrooms (for Year 5 and Year 6); it also features solar panels on the roof. In addition,
the school now houses approximately 930 pupils! We think that 139 years of Sudbury Primary School is impressive, so the

school has its own mini museum in the foyer to celebrate its spectacular history. [By Navy Class, Year 5, July 2015]
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12a. Number 18 bus at the Perrin Road

stop in Watford Road, June 1970.
[Photo by Francis Waddington]

Passengers | eave t Nhoe. 181
Routemaster bus at Perri
afternoon. A Foand ®WKe ebee
The Mitre pub car prairtki so
Oxyge&€a.l orry | oaded with
noses out of Perrin Road
The 18 bus rout e has be
SudbUuroy manyAty etares . t i me
photo, it whoetSwmdborwg( &we
London Bri dge, and Edg
Wembl ey (Empire Pool)

A No0.662

trolley bus

at Sudbury,

c.1960. >

[from Brent

Archives

on-line

image 8513]
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12b. Number 182 bus at the Perrin Road

stop in Watford Road, August 2015.
[Photo by Francis Waddington]

The 182 bus calls at the s
currdemtohayr r ow Weal d tohd&r e
bus shophe 1970 phwtud gir a@h
di splhaynot iscatyh antdNadlL.iB@awa b o u t
tde withdrawn nort hwiotfh iSa c
sectidmceepby new routes
towards Harrow and Edgwar e
of manmammpeted buses (as
then known) introduce@adani noc
wi shndéeeker s.

The bus seSwdlxweCy mtdooanld on |
stil | covdNnk& bwgattehheough
Sudbury & Harrow Road St at

Frolm47 t panlodtéhder bus stop
jusehiwhdende phot o0gr aphaenrd
It served L o®don elhroala snoed r i
buexpressNor.0.8tTghnesvi ded an
service to Amer sham, Buck
ot her di sectviedn]Londowedtr otm
soud dast , before terminatin



13a. AThe Mitreo publ i c ho Brétarsivesonaniagea2sld Ro ad,

This i s ltnme Mi tprudol i ¢ housei nonf achte tWaitd op hdo tRoogrda p h | silno wis d it ®
was buil t178Bbpunfchomas Clutterbuck, a | ocal IlBr eave s o cilattsi ¢
the Archbishop of Gadtefbuhge, MAmMorwéds olm before 1066 wuntil
travelnl drthe main road (then &anoweael asas hleodTad nikeaw @ewd k enrgs b
it has just ,besemdneawadgeldedfbed y§uowi ng Popnul aftti em.t hi s photog
old inn was demolished to provide a car park for the new
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13b. Bishops Court, Watford Road, 2015. [Photograph by Francis Waddington]

Thé933ba Ml tpruebi nalsleyy ¢ktse doors ar,ouanndd twaes ydegam@IRi®sDhOe dMc Car t
built this block of 43 flats as retirement/ sheltered hou:
a religious I ink here afnadr ftelae moatsstr n2 5% G ey eda nestooddko dseaav,e hi t ec t
style of the Sudbury Court Estate.
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Pinner Road, Sudbury.

14 a. Pi nner Road, S u[adeh Aiciivag gnline @énayeredizy 1 9 0 0 A <

This is what the road past our school looked like about 110 yearsago.Back t hen, Wat f
to be called Pinner Road. Y o uwhat lzad besnePmnert Road Baardi
School on the left side of the road, although by 1906 it was known as Wembley-Sudbury Council |
Schoo. The cottages just south of the school were
s mal | phot o of[BCleydeArCat ¢t easg ®@dmloivhse igmamge r @3 2 GEoidl |
i n 19v@a@ad knownit mey cCsGRe tas 1t sold refreshments
enjoyed bicycle rides t.o country areas | i ke Supm
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14b. Watford Road, Sudbury, 2015. [Photo by Philip Grant]
The popaf athenwholienoi8FludibvasgB378n,t hien pbd @Rddantciroenase Mos b 86§

the people |ilvedt hifeme rRtOutrtya,gehsouses wer e rioesttalgyh etdeprercaicaeldl ya nn
houses that were buil tl%ZEbbow WanyootibBbadhbtohedstiise@ ol d phot
t her e wer e no cYaorus claink esttiodaysee our original school |
but wi t hout t heir tal | chi mneys. Cl ydemaCkoet tragem fwemr ea deé

[By Tia, Li r ut he h a,Walgbeara&apphire Class, Year 5, Sudbury Primary School, July 2015]

35



15a. Vale Farm Swimming Pool, Summer 1964. [Brent Archives online image 2778]

Il n the | ate 192006s, CWechpuicteased 33radres of lamdiasMale Faom, Sudbury, for use as public
sports grounds. The Council built a swimming pool, costing £17,000, which opened in 1932. The pool measured 55 yards x
25 yards, held 400,000 gallons of water, and was 8ft 6inches at its deepest end. The pool was open for five months of the
year, and a cafe formed part of the facility. This photo also shows a line of trees behind houses in Stilecroft Gardens, and
to the right are houses in East Lane. Two fine elm trees are seen to the right of the boiler house chimney - within five years
of this photo, the one on the left dramatically fell without warning, a victim of Dutch EIm Disease.
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The economics of heating and running such a large outdoor pool for only a few months a year
were plain to see. In 1978, Brent Council announced that the pool would close, and a new
indoor swimming pool would replace it. Today there are two swimming pools - a 25 metre long
6-lane pool [photo aside, from the Everyone Active website] and a smaller teaching pool.
These opened in 1979, at a cost of about £750,000. Today the Vale Farm Sports Centre
Is managed on behalf of the Council by Everyone Active.
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16a. Sudbury Priory, around 1900. [Brent Archives online image 9332]

Sudbury Priory was a large country house, built on nearly five acres of land on the north side of Harrow Road in 1828.
Despite its name, it was never used as a religious building. It had several wealthy owners during Victorian times,
including the Webster brothers, who were lawyers in the City. Many servants would have been employed at the house,
and this photograph, possibly from th&elaw89006s, shows t wo
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16b. Priory Hill, looking towards Priory Gardens and Crescent, 2015. [Photo by Jim Moher]

Sudbury Priory was used as a private home wunti | 1933. By
begun on a small estate, starting with Priory Gardens. The top end of the estate was used as a training ground for the Home
Guard in the Second World War, including the empty Sudbury Priory, which was demolished during this time. The rest of
the estate was devel opesdatdicnotneed livd-i0 <ei@ants or gawdenerk! h o m
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17 a. The Bl ack Hor se | n nNewspdpetiplibtéyrapti ofanoldpestgarti] | y 1 9 0 O ¢

This public house dates back to at least 1751, when Sarah Howard was the innkeeper. Court records show that, in 1786, a
traveller who could not find | odgings at AThe Swano, carr
Bl ack Horseo, and was attacked by highway robbers (they we
a large, open area, stretching either side of the road to Harrow for nearly 1%2 miles, with farms scattered around its edges.

It was enclosed into fields under an agreement of 1817. The photograph above shows barrels of beer being delivered to the

inn on the back of a horse-drawn waggon. There was a Sudbury Brewery at this time (where Brewery Close now stands).
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17b. The Black Horse, Harrow Road, Sudbury, 2015. [Photo by Mary Farrell]

areas ar ounde ddtinn budding was teelacel by p e ¢

| n t he | at e 1930606 s, wi t h
n the

a | arger fiBlack Hor seo. Unl i ke many public houses |
demolished to make way for housing, or had its name changed. It is now part of the Ember Inns group, and had a major
refurbishment about 15 years ago. Like the Black Horse Inn of the past, it still provides ale from barrels and good food for

travellers (even if they have only travelled a short distance to eat out).
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18a. Oak Place, Harrow Road, Sudbury, 1971. [Brent Archives online image 9599]

When this photograph was taken, the four cottages known as Oak Place were at least 150 years old. No.1 Oak Place, on
the left side of the picture, is double-fronted, and was at one time called Chester Lodge. The large, black-painted double
doors in the centre of the row gave access to a yard behind the cottages, which in Victorian times may have been used
by a wheel wrightds business. T he c owhéndlgre svas & planeing lpplcdtign tot o

build new homes on their site, and when Wembley Council considered in 1955 that they should be demolished as they were
anfit for human habitationo
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18b. Oak Place, 971 - 977 Harrow Road, 2015. [Photo by Mary Farrell]

Luckily, the cottages were not demolished, although the commercial building beside them in the 1971 photograph
(used by Thomas Grimsdale, who lived for many years at No.4 Oak Place, for his haulage contractors business)
has since been replaced by housing. The row of four Georgian cottages are now Grade 2 listed buildings,
which have to be properly maintained. They all have yellow doors and white-painted sash windows, and will, hopefully,
remain as a reminder of the history of this part of Sudbury for many years to come.
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19a.Candy Corner, junction of Harr ow R dBeemArchivesbnlindlimagdoaes] k Av e

The row of cottages on the left, in Harrow Road, was called Myrtle Place, and was built around 1870 for farm workers
atHundred EI ms Far m. The shop on the end of the row was A.

at one ti me, |l eading to this junction with Maybank Avenu:
French polishing shop, where wooden furniture would be restored.
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19b. Candy Corner, April 2015. [Photograph by David Flack]

The French polishing shop has now been demolished, and replaced by open land with trees which is managed by
Brent Council. Other significant changes are the introduction of the pelican crossing on Harrow Road, and that the end
of Maybank Avenue is now one way. The crossing was introduced to reduce accidents on this corner, and the road was
made one way to prevent persistent traffic performing U-turns in the Harrow Road, to use Maybank Avenue as a rat run.
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